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President and Founder, Career Technical Education Foundation, Inc.
www.careerfechedfoundation.org

J. Paul Wahnish founded the Career Technical Education Foundation, Inc.
|CTEF) in 2003. It originally began as a booster organization for the robotics
club where he currently chairs the Academy of Engineering and teaches Project
Lead The Woy ® courses, a nationally renowned curriculum for pre-engineering.
Started in 2001, the booster organizofion fransitioned into an integral support
system for the Academy: The five-year business plan Paul set into oction guided
East Loke Hig!'l School to the status of o model school for ]mp!r-_'meming careear
academies related to the STEM career clusters. The “Footprint for Sustainability”
developed through East Loke's success hos become a driving faclor in assisting
surrounding districts desire to implement coreer ocodemies structured for
success. Paul’s experfise in implementing his program has led to various speaking
engagements, enferfaining such avdiences as the Southern Region Education
Board regional and national conferences, the state of South Carclina, Wisconsin,
and Indiona State Educator meetings, lo name but o few.

Paul's extensive background in the engineering technology field contributes
ber his ability fo dﬂsign and develop programs that confinue to have |-:Jsl'|ng impacts
on the participanis ond communities involved. An enirepreneur al heart, Paul
started his journey in 1985 os the President and Owner of Under Car Parts, Inc.,
a company involved in the purchase, engineering design, consolidation, remanufaciure,
sales and mnrl;ﬂling of front wheel drive constant '.'Elr:u:iT}r assemblies. Also durlng this
same limefrome, he started Metro Automotive Marine and contracted out his services to
major Automotive ond Marine manufacturers. Poul become involved os an entrepreneurial
indepandent conlractor agency, in engineering, sales and marketing of automotive and
marine products offered by Champion Ports, and various other manufacturers until 1995,
In 1995, Paul started Wahnish Consulting as an independent contractor in engineering
design, sales ond maorkefing of all pr::ldlr-:t calegories n-uﬁ-:mq"}.f o automotive OEM,
traditicnal, retail, and to marine OEM and the froditionol cllermarket. Poul continved
consulfing vntil 2003 when he sold one of his companies.

A committed father fo two young men, Paul actively become invelved in their lives by
coaching junior and senior high school sports teoms and substitute teaching ot their schools.
When offered a fulliime posifion at the high school, Paul took it on his own terms, and
began the five-year plan that has now become recognized as one of the Top Ten high school
engineering academies for Project Lead The Way®.

Paul received his B.S. in Political Science from the University of South Florida, then
oftended Stetson University law School and is @ member of the American Society of
Mechanical Engineers and the Society of Autemotive Engineers.




